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ABOU T AACRE

Established in March 2003 as the !rst legislative policy oflce in the state capital dedicated to advocating on behalf
California’s APA community, Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality (AACRE) is a partnership of Chinese fi
Af! rmaive Action, based in San Francisco, the AsiarciPawérican Legal Center, based in Los Angeles, and Asian
Law Caucus, also based in San Francisco. Building on the history, expertise, and commitment of these civil rights
organizations, AACRE is a progressive voice advocating for low-income, immigrant, and underserved Asian Paci!
Americans. AACRE advocates on a wide range of issues including civil rights, language rights, and immigrant rigf
as well as broader issues of equity, fairness and justice.

Chinese for Atr mative Action (CAA)defends and promotes the civil and political rights of Asian Pacilc

Americans and advances multiracial democracy in the United States. A nationally recognized and respected civil 1
organization, since its founding in 1969 CAA has advocated on a range of pressing social justice issues, including
guage access, immigrant rightsirative action, educational equity, workforce development famimmigrant
communities, and “glass ceiling” barriers.'sp®Acy work grows out of its direct service, leadership development,
public education, and community building progr&mgcAASFORG

TheAsian Paciec American Legal Center of Southern California (APALClounded in 1983, is the largest orga-
nization in the country that provides multilingual, culturally sensitive legal services, education, and civil rights supf
to Asians and Padlslanders. APALC’s mission is to advocate for civil rights, provide legal services and education,
and build coalitions to positively imace and impact Asians and Palslanders and to create a more equitable

and harmonious society. APALC works on a range of issues including workers rights, consumer rights, immigratio
citizenslp, domestic violence, hate crimes, health care, language access, and vVoting.KegftSoRG.

Founded in 1972, thfesian Law Caucus (ALCwasthe natiofs !r st nonpro!t law oflceserving Asians and Paxci!
Islanders. ALC’s mission is to promote, advance, and represent the legal and civil rights of the As@an and Paci!
Islander community in Northern California. Annually, the Asian Law Caucus consults with and oversees cases of ¢
1,500 clients and provides legal information to over 5,000 people on workers’ rights, immigration, housing issues,
voting rights, and hate crimesyw.ASIANLAWCAUCUSORG

Report written by Vivian Huang, AACRE Legislative Advocate.

© 2006 Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality. Permission is granted to quote from or reproduce portions of
this Report Card if properly credited.
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ast year was marked by historic mobilizations led by immigrant communities urging

Congress to adopt humane and just immigration reform. Californians indicated their

support for immigration reform as they wrote thousands of letters to their elected
oflcials, participated by the millions in rallies, and conducted robust voter engagement
activities. In the midst of rising public support for immigrant communities, the California
Legislature sought to advance a range of proposals that impact the state’s immigrant
communities.

Asian Pacit Americans (APAs) have a large stake in thePA LEGISL ATO RS
outcomes of legislative proposals impacting language

o _ o , ) In addition to the increasing visibility of APAs
and immigrant rights. The 4.8 million APAs in Ca“fom'gdvocating for state legislative proposals, 2006 also
comprise 14% of population, making it the largest ’

i J ] marked a continued increase of APA representation in
community of APAs in the nation. Nearly 80% of

e . ) ) California politics.
California’s Asian PaciAmerican adults over the age
of 18 are foreign-born. In addition, more than one-third. jonn Chiang made headlines by becoming

of APAs are limited-English prolcient. California’s !rst APA State Controller.

In our fourth annual California Legislative Report Card, . Four of the !ve Board of Equalization members
Asian Americans for Civil Rights and Equality examines zre APAs.

the voting records of the Legislature and the Governor

for a record !fteen bills that advance civil rights and ¢ Although several APA legislators were termed out,
social justice for Californians. Each piece of legislation the California State Legislature continues to have 9
made it to the Governedesk, affording members of APA members, including one member who became
both the Assembly and Senate an opportunity to cast the !rst APA State Senator in 40 years.

votes and for the Governor to sign or veto. Representing

the diversity of APAs in California, AAC&ID06

legislative agenda focused on a wide range of issues

within three central areas: Expanding and Protecting

Language Rights, Ending Discrimination and Advancing

Civil Rights, and Promoting Immigrant Rights.



SPOTLI GH T ON LANG UAGE RIG HTS

“Maria’s bilingual husband was physically and verballyeades\vieinding to translate additional documents into a
lccled her in the house, and prohibited her from workinguoetysiriganguages for use by schools.

the phone. Irtceghe was not assertive enough to let people

know she didn’t understand what was being said. Her AG§H3RcRIso worked tirelessly to secure equal access
dominated the proceedings and pretendmmmher @@the courts for LEP Californians. Numerous stories
matters without explaining them to her. Firsdiytedpcou illustrate the travesty of a judicial system that does not
center attorney took her aside and got the real story aPi@vépé&gual opportunities for LEP individuals to com-

obtain pro bono representation for her.” * muricate and participate in legal proceedings. Currently,
thousands of LEP claimants are left to navigate complex

California is home to over 7 million people who are  civil court proceedings without an interpreter. Civil
limited-English prolcient (LEP). Every day, LEP courts govern critical issues such as child custody, child
individuals must overcome a number of barriers and support, elder abuse, and consumer protections.
challengs hat denyliem gual access fmublic sevices.

In many situations, such discriminatory language barri®ACRE successfully advocated to secure $10 million

pose great risks to the well-being and livelihood of LE the Legislature’s budget and the passage of AB 2302
individuals and their families. (Judiciary Committee) through both houses. Unfortu-

nately, despite having a budget surplus that enabled the
In 2006 AACRE continued the !ght to protect the rightpassage of an on-time budget for the !rst time since
of LEP individuals to access critical services that affe@000, the $10 million for court interpreters was vetoed
the most important aspects of their lives, including  from the budget by the Governor in July. Later in the
education, legal services, and health care. year, the Governor also vetoed AB 2302 (Judiciary
Committee). In vetoing these measures, the Governor
In education, AACRE successfully achieved passage @fnored an opportunity to address the overwhelming
AB 680 (Chan) to improve the ability of LEP parents need in the courts for interpreter services. AACRE will

to access translated notices about their children’s edU@@ntinue to advocate for solutions to address the need
tion. For over 30 years, existing state law has requirecfor interpreters in the judicial system.

California schools to translate all written correspondence

with parents when the language they speak meets a 1I8%he health arena, AACRE supported a push to make
threshold. Unfortunately, many schools areamaf language services a component of Medi-Cal, the state’s
these requirements or are not complying with the law. largest health care program for low-income individuals.
The passage of AB 680 will ensure schools are moni-SB 1405 (Soto) would have created a Task Force for
tored for their compliance, as well as ediiff their developing an approach to make language services a
obligations to provide translations to parents. In addi- component of the health care bene!ts provided for

tion, AACRE secured continued funding for an online LEP individuals. Although the legislation was withdrawn
Clearingbuse ofMultilingual mcuments Wwere shools  before going through both houses (so it does not appear
and parents can access and share translated notices, iaghis report card), the Department of Health Services

* “Language Barriers to Justice in California, A Report of the California Commission on Access to Justice” (www.calbar.ca.go
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has agreed to create an administrative task force to and ongoing language barriers to critical services. LEP
discuss this issue. AACRE will be a member of this tasidividuals may not be able to communicate with the

force and will be working to design a model for judge and face an adverse decision; they may be unable
providing language access in health care during the to understand their medical diagnosis; or they may
upcoming yeatr. not know anything aboubw their children are faring

in school. The consequences of leaving millions of
California is still a long way from fulllling its obligationsndividuals with limited access to critical social services
of equal protection and access for LEP individuals. Thend civic institutions are signilcant not only for LEP
lack of systemic approaches to monitor compliance WgBmmunities, but for all Californians. AACRE has made

existing language rights laws and to develop innovativgrotecting and expanding language rights a priority.
language services models has resulted in signilcant

REPORT CARD METHODOL OGY

Ratings were calculated by examining each member's REPORT CARD KEY
votes on 15 hills supported by AACRE because of

their impact on California’s Asian and Ra&iherican D Democrat

(APA) communities in the areas of civil rights, language R~ Republican _
access, and immigrant rights. All of the bills made it to Ay€ vote or Governdssignature
the s0ors of both houses of the Legislature and to the N N ay vote or Governdsveto

NV  Not Voting (member not excused)
A Absent (member was excused)

Governoisdesk, and therefore afforded each member
of the Legislature an opportunity to cast a vote and the

Governor to support or veto. % APA Pop — The percentage of Asian Paci!c

An “Ay€’ vote was favorably calculated in the ratings, Americans in the member's district

and a “Nay vote was regarded negatively. Failing to cast

a vote, or “Not Voting,” without an excused absence on

the day of the®or vote factored into our ratings as a VOTI NG RECORD RATINGS
“N ay vote. Because members who inadvertently miss

a vote often have an opportunity to adjust their vote
before the end of theoor session, we do not consider 85-99% score

“Not Voting” a neutral position on the bill. It should be
noted, lowever, that members who did not vote on a

In al version of a bill may have supported earlier ver-
sions during committee hearings. A failure to vote on a
bill due to an excused absence, as veriled by the oflcial
Daily Journal, was not counted against a member, and
did not Igure into the ratings calculations.
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THE LEGISL ATI ON

EXPAN DING AND PROTECTING LAN GUAGE RIGH TS

2 AB 680 (Chan) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORIncreases opportunities for parental involvement in K-12
education by monitoring school districts and their translations of written materials for limited-English prolcient
parents. Sponsored by AACRE.

. AB 2302 (Judiciary Committee) — VETOED BY GOVERNORensures language access is provided in
civil courts, which govern critical cases affecting Californians such as child custody, child support, housing, and
consumer protections.

;2 AB 2430 (Umberg) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORpromotes access to voting by providing accurate and
standardized translations of election materials.

:: SB 1580 (Ducheny) — VETOED BY GOVERNORallowsEndish Learner students to take standaeded
adievement tests irheir primary larguage,resulting in mae accurate assessmentwheir academiahievement

:: SB 1592 (Romero) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORequires a report on the number and percentage of pupils
who fail to receive a high school diploma due to not passing the high school exit examination, including English
Learner students.

ENDING DISCRI  MINATI ON AND ADVAN CING CIVILRI GHTS

.. AB 606 (Levine) — VETOED BY GOVERNOR promotes a safe school environment that is free from
discrimination and harassment by requiring school districts to establish antidiscrimination policies, maintain
documentation of all complaints, and update materials to include information on bias-related harassment.

:: AB 1056 (Chu) — VETOED BY GOVERNORestablishes a pilot project that allows schools to develop
curriculum to promote intergroup relations.

. AB 2510 (Lieu) — VETOED BY GOVERNORrequires an analysis of California Student Survey and California
Healthy Kids Survey data regarding bullying and harassment among students, including bias-motivated incidents

.. AB 2800 (Laird) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORSstandardizes various housing-related nondiscrimination
provisions in California law to make them consistent with the Fair Employment and Housing Act.

.. SB 1441 (Kuehl) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORnakes it unlawful for state-funded, administered, or operated
activities from discriminating based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

PROMOTI NG IMM IGR ANT RIG HTS

:: AB 630 (Chu) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORprovides additional protections to prevent immigration
consultant fraud.

:: AB 2060 (De La Torre) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORmMakes the Naturalization Services Program a
permanent program and enhances existing services by promoting coordination.

. AB 2536 (Montafiez) — VETOED BY GOVERNORensures labor protections are provided to domestic
workers a signilcant portion of whom are Asian Ra&ihericans.

.. SB 160 (Cedillo) - VETOED BY GOVERNORprovides eligibility for immigrant high school students to
apply for state !'nancial aid if they meet requirements for attending college with in-state tuition.

.. SB 1569 (Kuehl) — SIGNED BY GOVERNORprovides temporary needed services for survivors of
human traftking.



LEGISL ATI VE VO TING RECORDS :TH EBESTAND T HE WORST

This year, AACRE had an increasing number of legislators who supported our agenda 100% of the time (50
legislators in 2006 compared with 43 in 2005). Democrats averaged 98 percent in the Assembly and 94 percent ir
Senate. While Republicans averaged only 12 percent in both the Assembly and Senate, several individual membe
scored signilcantly higher. Although the year of bipartisanship led to a shift to the middle, the Governor vetoed
several important pieces of legislation. He signed only 8 of the 15 bills in our agenda, resulting in a score just ove

50 percent.

RATINGS OF 100 PERCENT

SENATE

Richard Alarcon (D)
Elaine K. Alquist (D)
Debra Bwen(D)
Wesley Chesbro (D)

DeniséMorenoDudeny(D)

Joseph Dunn (D)

Liz Figueroa (D)
Christine Kehoe (D)
Sheila James Kuehl (D)
Gloria Romero (D)

Tom Torlakson (D)
Edward Vincent (D)

ASSEMBLY

Joe Baca Jr. (D)
Karen Bass (D)
Paty Berg (D)

Rudy Bermudez (D)
Wilma Chan (D)

Ed Chavez (D)
Judy Chu (D)

Joe Coto (D)
Hector De La Torre (D)
Mervyn Dymally (D)
Noreen Evans (D)
Jackie Goldberg (D)
Loni Hancock (D)

RATINGS BELOW 20 PERCENT

SENATE

Sam Aanestad (R)
Dick Ackerman (R)
Roy Ashburn (R)
Jim Battin (R)
Dave Cox (R)

Bob Dutton (R)
Tom Harman (R)

Dennis Hollingsworth (R)

Bob Margett (R)

Tom McClintock (R)
Bill Morrow (R)

Charles Poochigian (R)
George Runner (R)

Jerome Horton (D)
Dave Jones (D)
Betty Karnette (D)
Pau Koretz (D)
John Laird (D)
Mark Leno (D)
Lloyd E. Levine (D)
Sally Lieber (D)
Ted Lieu (D)

Carol Liu (D)
Cindy Montafiez (D)
Gene Mullin (D)
Joe Nation (D)

ASSEMBLY

John J. Benoit (R)
Russ Bogh (R)
Dave Cogdill (R)
Chuck DeVore (R)
Bill Emmerson (R)
RayHaynes (R)
Guy S. Houston (R)
Bob Huff (R)

Rick Keene (R)
Doug La Malfa (R)
JayLa Suer (R)

Pedo Nava (D)

GloriaNegeteMcLeod(D)

Fabian Nufiez (D)
Jenny Oropeza (D)
Fran Pavley (D)

Mark Ridley-Thomas (D)

Ira Ruskin (D)
Lori Saldafia (D)
Simon Salinas (D)
Juan Vargas (D)
Lois Wolk (D)
Leland Y. Yee (D)

Tim Leslie (R)

Bill Maze (R)

Kevin McCarthy (R)
Dennis Moungy (R)
Roger Niello (R)
George A. Plescia (R)
Sharon Runner (R)
Audra Strickland (R)
Michael N. Villines (R)
Mimi Walters (R)
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JOIN THE A-LIST!

Vist AACRE online, where you can learn about AsiarcPaci®
American civil rights, learn how to become an advocate, and join
the A-List as a member of AACRE's online campaign for social
justice for Asian Paci®mericans in California.
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